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has had the required calming effect and
so that the inmate may be released
from these restraints (completely or to
lesser restraints) as soon as possible.
At every two-hour review, the inmate
will be afforded the opportunity to use
the toilet, unless the inmate is con-
tinuing to actively resist or becomes
violent while being released from the
restraints for this purpose.

(f) When the inmate is placed in four-
point restraints, qualified health per-
sonnel shall initially assess the inmate
to ensure appropriate breathing and re-
sponse (physical or verbal). Staff shall
also ensure that the restraints have
not restricted or impaired the inmate’s
circulation. When inmates are so re-
strained, qualified health personnel or-
dinarily are to visit the inmate at least
twice during each eight hour shift. Use
of four-point restraints beyond eight
hours requires the supervision of quali-
fied health personnel. Mental health
and qualified health personnel may be
asked for advice regarding the appro-
priate time for removal of the re-
straints.

(g) When it is necessary to restrain
an inmate for longer than eight hours,
the Warden (or designee) or institution
administrative duty officer shall notify
the Regional Director or Regional
Duty Officer by telephone.

[64 FR 21394, May 17, 1989. Redesignated and
amended at 59 FR 30469, 30470, June 13, 1994;
61 FR 39800, July 30, 1996]

§552.25 Use of less-than-lethal weap-
ons, including chemical agents.

(a) The Warden may authorize the
use of less-than-lethal weapons, includ-
ing those containing chemical agents,
only when the situation is such that
the inmate:

(1) Is armed and/or barricaded; or

(2) Cannot be approached without
danger to self or others; and

(3) It is determined that a delay in
bringing the situation under control
would constitute a serious hazard to
the inmate or others, or would result
in a major disturbance or serious prop-
erty damage.

(b) The Warden may delegate the au-
thority under this regulation to one or
more supervisors on duty and phys-
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ically present, but not below the posi-
tion of Lieutenant.

[76 FR 6056, Feb. 3, 2011]

§552.26 Medical attention in use of
force and application of restraints
incidents.

(a) In immediate use of force situa-
tions, staff shall seek the assistance of
mental health or qualified health per-
sonnel upon gaining physical control of
the inmate. When possible, staff shall
seek such assistance at the onset of the
violent behavior. In calculated use of
force situations, the use of force team
leader shall seek the guidance of quali-
fied health personnel (based upon a re-
view of the inmate’s medical record) to
identify physical or mental problems.
When mental health staff or qualified
health personnel determine that an in-
mate requires continuing care, and par-
ticularly when the inmate to be re-
strained is pregnant, the deciding staff
shall assume responsibility for the in-
mate’s care, to include possible admis-
sion to the institution hospital, or, in
the case of a pregnant inmate, re-
straining her in other than face down
four-point restraints.

(b) After any use of force or forcible
application of restraints, the inmate
shall be examined by qualified health
personnel, and any injuries noted, im-
mediately treated.

[61 FR 39801, July 30, 1996]

§552.27 Documentation of use of force
and application of restraints inci-
dents.

Staff shall appropriately document
all incidents involving the use of force,
chemical agents, or less-than-lethal
weapons. Staff shall also document, in
writing, the use of restraints on an in-
mate who becomes violent or displays
signs of imminent violence. A copy of
the report shall be placed in the in-
mate’s central file.

[69 FR 30470, June 13, 1994, as amended at 76
FR 6056, Feb. 3, 2011]
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